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Introduction 
This biological assessment describes the proposed long-term operation of the Central Valley 
Project by the Bureau of Reclamation and the State Water Project by the California Department 
of Water Resources (collectively “Project Agencies”).  Reclamation, on behalf of itself and the 
California Department of Water Resources, is submitting this biological assessment pursuant to 
Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act to both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (collectively “Services”) to ensure that the proposed action is 
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species. 

Purpose of the Biological Assessment 
The purpose of a BA is to evaluate the potential effects of the proposed action on listed and 
proposed species and designated and proposed critical habitat and determine whether any such 
species or habitats are likely to be adversely affected by the proposed action.  Further, the BA is 
used to determine whether formal consultation or a conference are necessary.   

 

The Project Agencies’ objective is to work with the Services toward developing a long-term 
operations plan that meets the Project Agencies’ legal commitments with respect to the Central 
Valley Project and State Water Project in a manner that is consistent with the requirements of the 
Endangered Species Act.  Reclamation and California Department of Water Resources prepared 
this biological assessment to describe and analyze the affects of the proposed long-term 
operations plan for the Central Valley Project and State Water Project on listed species. 
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